Communiqué
27 February 2017
The Pharmacy Board of Australia (the Board) meets each month to consider and decide on
any matters related to its regulatory function under the National Law 1 and within the National
Registration and Accreditation Scheme (the National Scheme).
This communiqué aims to inform stakeholders of the work of the Board and matters
regarding the National Scheme. Please forward it on to colleagues and employees who may
be interested in its content.
Health workforce dataset released
The Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA) in conjunction with the
National Boards is responsible for the national registration process for 14 health professions.
A subset of data from this annual registration process, together with data from a workforce
survey that is voluntarily completed at the time of registration, forms the National Health
Workforce Dataset (NHWDS).
The NHWDS includes demographic and professional practice information for registered
health professionals and is de-identified before it can be made publically available.
The NHWDS Allied Health 2015 data has recently been released as a series of fact sheets
on each allied health profession, and on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander practitioners
across all allied health professions – the NHWDS Allied Health Fact Sheets 2015. They were
published on a new-look website – the Health Workforce Data website – by the
Commonwealth Department of Health.
The fact sheets present information specific to each profession, such as information relating
to scope of practice, specialties and endorsements where applicable.
Aggregate data is also accessible via the Health Workforce Data Online Data Tool (ODT).
The data included is generated through Workforce Surveys, which are provided by AHPRA
on behalf of the Department of Health to all health professionals as part of their yearly
renewal of registration. Each survey is slightly different and is tailored to obtain data specific
to that profession.
A factsheet on pharmacists is available online.
Local insights, National Scheme: State and territory summaries published
Individual annual report summaries for each state and territory, offering insights into how the
National Scheme is operating in each jurisdiction, have now been published.
Based on the AHPRA and National Boards annual report for 2015/16, the summaries are
available online on AHPRA’s website.
Information includes applications for registration by profession, outcomes of criminal history
checks and segmentation of the registrant base by gender, profession and specialty.
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Notifications information includes the number of complaints or concerns received by AHPRA
by profession, types of complaint, matters involving immediate action, monitoring and
compliance, panels and tribunals, and statutory offence complaints.
To download any or all of the state and territory reports, or to view the main 2015/16 annual
report, visit our microsite.
In the coming months, AHPRA and the National Boards will also publish summaries that
break down 2015/16 data by profession.
AHPRA Performance Report July-September 2016
The July to September 2016 quarterly performance reports for AHPRA and the National
Boards are now available.
The reports, which are part of an ongoing drive by AHPRA and the National Boards to
increase their accountability and transparency, include data specific to each state and
territory.
Each report covers AHPRA and the National Boards’ main areas of activity:
•
•
•

managing applications for registration as a health practitioner
managing notifications about the health, performance and conduct of registered health
practitioners and offences against the National Law, and
monitoring health practitioners and students with restrictions on their registration.

The reports are available on the Statistics page of AHPRA’s website.
To provide feedback on the reports please email: reportingfeedback@ahpra.gov.au.
Quarterly registration data
The Board publishes quarterly data profiling Australia’s pharmacy workforce.
At December 2016, there were a total of 30,368 registered pharmacists comprising the
following number of registrants according to registration type:
•
•
•
•

27,452 – general registration
1,777 – provisional registration
7 – limited registration, and
1,132 – non-practising registration.

The quarterly registration data at December 2016 for the pharmacy profession is published
on the Board’s website under About>Statistics. The report includes a number of statistical
breakdowns.
Further information
The Board publishes a range of information for pharmacists on its website at
www.pharmacyboard.gov.au. For more information about registration, notifications or other
matters relevant to the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme also refer to
information published on www.ahpra.gov.au or send an online enquiry form or contact
AHPRA on 1300 419 495.
William Kelly
Chair, Pharmacy Board of Australia
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The Pharmacy Board of Australia is the regulator of pharmacists in Australia and acts to protect the
public by ensuring that suitably qualified and competent pharmacists are registered. The Board is
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responsible for developing registration standards, codes and guidelines for pharmacists and managing
notifications (complaints)* about pharmacists and pharmacy students. The Board does this through its
powers under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law, as in force in each state and territory,
and the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme, supported by the Australian Health
Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA). The Board’s work in regulating Australia’s pharmacists in the
public interest is underpinned by regulatory principles, which encourage a responsive, risk-based
approach to regulation.
*Except in NSW and Qld which have co-regulatory arrangements.

Page 3 of 3

